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LOGO OF FOREIGN UNIVERSITY
 SPECIAL COOPERATION PROTOCOL FOR CONDUCTING DOCTORAL THESES WITH CO-SUPERVISION

Between:

The University of Thessaly (U.Th.), Greece

And  (Name of Foreign University)
1. CONTEXT AND SUBJECT OF COOPERATION
1.1  The two parties: the University of Thessaly, legally represented by its rector, Professor Zissis Mamouris and the .......................... (Name of Foreign University), legally represented by its rector .................................... (full name), declare their intent to cooperate in  organizing  and managing doctoral theses in common.
1.2  This Cooperation Protocol is formed according: (a) to article 90 of statute 4957/2022 (Greek Government Gazette 141/21-07-2022,s. A´) that concerns international cooperation for conducting doctoral theses with co-supervision between Greek universities and foreign,  accredited, and congener institutions, and (b) to the relevant legislation of the foreign country.
1.3  This Cooperation Protocol defines the required conditions for the award of the doctoral degree of the University of Thessaly and the doctoral degree of the ..................... (Name of Foreign University) to the doctoral candidates, after  defending  their theses, and their writing is realized with co-supervision in the context of the scientific collaboration of the above universities.
2. SCIENTIFIC FIELDS OF DOCTORAL THESES
The scientific fields of doctoral theses will appertain to the cognitive fields that are dealt with in the cooperating departments, as they are defined in the corresponding study guides
3. FUNDING RESOURCES

The conducting of doctoral theses may be funded by European Union Budgets, Special Accounts of the two parties, Organizations of the broader public or private sector, sponsorships from natural and legal entities, as well as various other overt financial inflows.
4. OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES

For doctoral candidates under co-supervision, obligations and rights of both cooperating institutions apply as defined by the Postgraduate and Doctoral Programmes Regulations in which the co-supervised doctoral theses will be included.
5. GENERAL MODIFICATIONS
5.1  Doctoral candidates will have to possess accredited postgraduate degrees relevant to the discipline of the respective doctoral thesis.

5.2  For each doctoral candidate one supervisor from each collaborating institution will be nominated. The two co-supervisors will participate in a three-member Advisory Board and share responsibility for  supervision of the doctoral thesis.

5.3  Administrative and organizational responsibility for conducting a doctoral thesis will be held by one of the departments of the above collaborating institutions, which will be defined for each doctoral thesis.

5.4  The undertaking, and the whole procedure, of conducting a doctoral thesis will be done under the circumstances defined by the legislation of the country in which the collaborating institution is established. This will be completed according to the above statutes and is the responsibility of the administrative and organizational sectors. In this very same institution, the final assessment of a doctoral candidate’s thesis will be prepared by a seven-member examining board, as defined by statute 4957/2022 on the Greek side or the respective ........................ (foreign) board, in which all co-supervisors will partake. Apart from the co-supervisor of the foreign country, one or more academic staff members, who are nominated by the collaborating  institution, can partake in the seven-member examining board.
6.MOBILITY OF THE INVOLVED TEACHING STAFF OR/AND DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
Movement of the involved teaching staff or/and doctoral candidates from and to the seat of the collaborating institutions will be modified, as the case may be, upon decisions made by the respective department for each doctoral thesis. 
7. AWARDED DEGREE
After successfully defending the doctoral thesis, a doctoral degree will be awarded. The university/institution which is liable for the physical issue and registration of the degree will be the ....................... (foreign university/institution name) or the University of Thessaly; in the same degree, the nomination of doctor will be included by the ...................... (foreign university name) and the University of Thessaly and a special reference to the common doctoral programme, which provides the right for obtaining the degree, will be included. In this way, a doctoral degree possessor conforms to the Greek and foreign legal requirements for the issuing of doctoral degrees, which are acquired after completion of a common doctoral programme. 
8. LANGUAGE OF DOCTORAL THESES
The language of doctoral theses will be Greek or .............. (language of foreign country) as defined upon decision of the respective department for each doctoral thesis while an abstract, in the second language of the programme, will be submitted.
9. DURATION AND APPLICATION OF PROTOCOL

9.1  The validity of this protocol lasts five (5) years.
9.2  The protocol can be denounced with a notification in a registered letter six (6) months before the desired date upon request of one of the two parties without, however, afflicting the realization of the actions undertaken until then.

9.3  Any modification of this protocol is part of a modifying act which is submitted for approval to the qualified authorities.

9.4  If the protocol approaches expiration, it is renewed using the same procedure and for the same time periods that were valid upon its initial formation.

University of Thessaly                                        (name of foreign university)

The Rector                                                                         The Rector

Professor Zissis Mamouris



 (full name)
.............................                                                         .................................

(signature & stamp)                                                      (signature & stamp) 
Volos, ...-...-20..                                                               ……….., ...-...-20..
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