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SUVTO 1o Sophia Skoufaki is an applied linguist specialising in the learning, teaching and use of vocabulary in a first or

) second language. She is currently an Associate Supervisor in the Department of Language and Linguistics at the
Bloypa(p LKO University of Essex, UK. She previously worked as a Lecturer in Applied Linguistics at the same university, a
Postdoctoral Research Fellow at National Taiwan University, a Lecturer in Linguistics at the University of
Greenwich and an Associate Lecturer at the Open University. She is on the Editorial Board of Frontiers in
Education and Frontiers in Psychology. She is currently examining English academic vocabulary learning and
teaching at UK universities.
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Recent advances in English academic vocabulary research

Knowledge of academic vocabulary (i.e., vocabulary used in academic writing and speech across
disciplines) has been found to predict students’ performance in both writing and reading tasks across
educational levels (i.e., primary, secondary and higher education). Research into English academic
vocabulary is particularly valuable because a) English is the most widespread lingua franca and is
dominant in academia and b) English academic vocabulary poses challenges to students both in first-
language (L1) and second-language (L2) settings. This workshop will serve as an introduction to
recent research into English academic vocabulary. It will begin with a discussion of the nature of
English academic vocabulary. It will then review two relevant recent studies (Perez Urdaniz and
Skoufaki, 2019; Skoufaki and Petri¢, 2021). It will conclude with a discussion of research that
remains to be conducted on English academic vocabulary.
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